Join with Fairfield Hocking Thrivent Chapter
as we gather

so needed by many in our communities. .
These products will be distributed through various organizations
in Hocking and Fairfield Counties including:

a”arg ’”g ”ﬂ’g LSS Lancaster Emergency Shelter, Fairfield County C  hild Protec-

Products Collection five Services,

St Peter’'s We Care Clothing Ministry and in Hocking County,
Smith Chapel,

Presbyterian Klothes Kloset and CHAP (Clearing Hous e Assistance Program).

Each congregation will be collecting specific items and members of Thrivent Financial for Lutheran will assemble and pack-
age items at the upcoming Thrivent Awareness & Service Event on March 20.

Tissues Soap Lotion
Snack & Food Bars Deodorant Soc ks
Nail Clippers & Emery Boards
All donations are needed by Sunday, March 14.
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Led by the Holy Spirit, we will share the

The Newsletter of
St. JohnEv. Lutheran Church

Church Office:  614-837-2947
Donna Elliott:  614-837-2947
Ruby Wolcott: 614-837-4480

www.stjohnlithopolis.org
pastorjoewolf@yahoo.com
churchladyl50@sbcglobal.net

Sunday School 9:00 am
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
Church Office Hours: M-F 9-11 am
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From the Pastor “Seeing in Secret”

When he was about three my son, who even to this day has a ratdamagination, felt it neces-
sary to inform his pre-school teacher that his father was an afj¢iné FBI.“Really,” said his

teacher,’l was sure he was the Lutheran pastor in towMicah told her,"He only does that on
Sunday.”

It occurs to me all of us lead a double life. It is not the tlageMonday through Friday we are
nurses or teachers or business people and then on the weekends dagkofictlocales in search

of underworld spies. Instead, | think, each of us, to varying degreetivdives—what others see

on the outside and what is really going on inside. On the outside we putsbdiodieforward. We
never let them see us sweat. We develop great techniques to &l fiake real goodit’s all

about sincerity,”quipped P. T. Barnanipnce you have learned to fake that, you've got | made.”
“That's nice honey.”We smile and tell our spouse even though we never heard a word that wa
said.“Great sermon, pastor,’you say, even though you may have been planning your vacation the
whole time. We paint our faces, cut our hair, pick out our wardrobedesEen our voices so that
we might appear to others as confident, self-certain, and alalagsysin control.

Before my bypass surgey | was fine, right up until they had teeséeery hair from body. James, a
short bald man, had the hondiGee whiz,” he said:You sure are a hairy guy.As James ran the
electric clippers, it was then for the first time thdelt exposed, in more ways than one, | might
add.

Far more profoundly, my mortality was exposed. Even the body hathvgerved, in some way, as
thin shield of protection from the naked reality of it all, was mmme. The last thing James said to
me before they wheeled me into the operating room Wasi're all plucked and ready to go.”

| was a chicken, inside and out.

Lent is the time the church sets aisde for us to begin to aditeeslisparity between what’s on the
outside of us and what is going on inside. It is a stark remindeinttize end, no matter how adept
we may be at faking it, we stand naked before the stt®emember you are dust and to dust you
shall return.”

This is not just a matter the sad sacj versus the pie-eyenhisptdVhether or not we see the glass
half empty or half full, one day will be our last, and no matter hoWpwacticed our stiff upper lip,
inside we are churning, uncertain and out of control. We have weatkléarot to let it show, but it
is still there, if even in secret.

The good news is that our Father sees secret. Our Fatheroseesegrets and mine, and for this
reason we carejoicethat God is not fooled by appearances. Lent is here, let the hbegsaty We
are sinners, not just by what we have done or left undone, but becaesis that part in each of us
that simply refuses to accept who we are and how God has memlibaisVe are finite and fallible,
and so very fragile. We are creatures, not the Creator,hane is nothing to be done about that,
other than what Christ has already done, and that was on a cross.

Happy Lent!
Pastor Joe



Congratulations to
Baylee Royse
for winning
Bloom Carroll High School’s
photography contest!
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Classes will be held

-@mumm‘uﬂ (Saturdays) March 6 & 13 at
I 10:00 am with

Pastor Joe.
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Fellowship Happenings...
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
6:30 pm .
Fellowship Meeting 10:00 am .
@ Harvest Moon 1st Communion
Coffee Shop Class
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
FOOD PANTRY 10:00 am
celzsren 1st Communion
9:00 Adult Sunday Class
School
10:15 Worship Service 7:00 pm
with Holy Family Game
Communion .
Night @ church
&
Card Night @
Leists’
clubhouse
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:00 am Adult Sunday 6:30 pm
School Boards of Worship
10:15 Worship Service| Life, & Trustees
Stepping Stones 7:30 pm
bping Council
21 22 23 25 26 27
9:00 amBuilding Blocks First English
Event Dinner
Spring Fling
10:15 Worship Service)
with Holy
Communion
28 29 30

9:00 am Adult Sunday
School
10:15 Worship Service

Stepping Stoneg
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